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FILM FEVER
Kay Kay Menon on his favourite films 

Raging Bull 

Director: Martin 
Scorsese
Cast: Robert 
De Niro, Cathy 
Moriarty, Joe 
Pesci
This Scorsese 
film had a big 
impact on me. 
Although a film 
on boxing, it 

went much deeper than that. It’s the story 
of a sportsman who wanted to achieve 
great heights. And while he is achieving 
his professional ambitions, his personal 
life is completely ruined. The stark contrast 
of life within and outside the ring makes 
you sit up and watch. Robert De Niro was 
amazing in the film. It’s fascinating to 
watch his transformation from a boxer to 
an overweight club owner. It made me re-
alise that certain films are not really about 
a profession, but about human beings and 
their trials and tribulations in the backdrop 
of the profession.

godfatheR

Director: Francis 
Ford Coppola
Cast: Marlon 
Brando, Al Pacino, 
Diane Keaton 
It’s one of those 
perfect films. 
Watching the 
Godfather made 
me realise that an 
actor doesn’t need 

to speak much on screen. You can tell an en-
tire story without too much dialogue because 
of the director’s genius. Francis Ford Coppola 
managed that and how! In some scenes you 
just see people through the moving camera 
and a lilting score in the background which 
haunts you long after the movie ends. You 
enter that world without even knowing that 
you have. Gordon Willis’ cinematography 
was brilliant. This film gave me an insight into 
underplaying – saying a lot without saying 
much. There’s poeticism in the film which is 
difficult to achieve when you are dealing with 
a film based on crime and mafia.   

life is Beautiful

Director: Roberto 
Benigni
Cast: Roberto 
Benigni, Nicoletta 
Braschi, Giorgio 
Cantarini
This film shook 
me up. Benigni’s 
use of humour 
to narrate the 
story set in a Nazi 

concentration camp was unparalleled. To use 
the trivial and the frivolous and weave them 
into something as serious as a war requires 
genius. It’s impossible to think of the Nazi 
era being treated in an almost comical way 
and yet move you to tears. I cried when I 
saw the tanks in the end! There was also 
some wonderful use of coincidence in the 
screenplay. Brilliantly shot, this is one film 
that’s everlasting.

lage Raho  

MunnaBhai

Director: Raju 
Hirani
Cast: Sanjay Dutt, 
Arshad Warsi, 
Vidya Balan 
This one is a lesson 
for film makers 
on how to make a 
mainstream film. 
It had everything 

that a mainstream film has and also the ge-
nius of Raju Hirani. He did the unthinkable in 
bringing Gandhiji to a mainstream film with-
out sounding preachy or gimmicky. To make 
Gandhiji the modern fad requires imagina-
tion. He didn’t use the art house format to 
tell the story. Lage Raho Munnabhai helped 
people realise that content in mainstream 
film is not poison. It won’t kill you. 

Black fRiday

Director: Anurag 
Kashyap
Cast: Kay Kay 
Menon, Pavan 
Malhotra 
Black Friday is 
truly an interna-
tional film and it’s 
pity that we didn’t 
send it for the 
Oscars. I could bet 

my bottom rupee that it would have won an 
Oscar. It combines cinema and documentary 
in an unseen way. To create cinema using 
real incidents with real names is actually very 
challenging. You may have seen Bombay but 
in this film I could actually smell it. Anurag 
did a fantastic job of capturing Bombay in 
its actuality. 

as told to niVedita JayaRaM PaWaR

1 2

3

4

5

TAKE


