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The contemporary Ajmera i-
Land at Wadala offers a sports
academy where children can
be trained in football and
swimming, besides being
coached in skating, gymnas-
tics, table-tennis, roller hockey
and indoor cricket.

Vasant Oasis, a luxury project
by Sheth Creators in Andheri
(East) has a recreational area
spread across 4 acres. 

“Today, developers have suc-
cessfully addressed the issue of
a child's safety and development
by designing the play area and
gardens in a way that appeals to
them. Buyers prefer homes in
projects that offer a clean, pollu-
tion-free environment, an open
space for play, and an environ-
ment that enhances the growth
and overall development of the
child," says Hiral Sheth, who
heads the business development
team at Sheth Creators.

A child-friendly ecosystem
Some luxury developers are

breaking the boundaries of
what constitutes the right
facilities for children by offer-
ing more than sporting facili-
ties or play areas. 

At Palava, a private city that
Lodha is building in Dombivli,
there are also crèches,
playschools and an activity
centre where dance, music
and pottery will be taught to
children of all age groups.
Palava is also likely to be home
to a number of schools.

Rustomjee, which has
branded its complexes as a
kids' haven, has specially
planned spaces for children of
all ages. "Even the design
aspect of projects is carefully
taken into consideration to
ensure that children receive
the maximum amount of
enrichment and stimulation,"
said a spokesperson, via email.
"Besides being fun, we ensure
that we have the right selec-
tion of games, activities and
spaces that ultimately foster
the overall development of our
resident children."

Rustomjee says it has con-
ducted extensive research on
children, which motivated
them to create constructive
spaces for their well-being. 

Rustomjee Urbania, one of
the largest luxury townships in
Thane district, houses a knowl-
edge and activity centre known
as Leon’s World, where a full-
time expert guides children
through their growing up angst
and issues, besides helping
them understand where their
strength lies and the talent
they possess. 

Based on Gardner's Theory
of Multiple Intelligence that
classifies intelligence into three
categories, Leon's World func-
tions on the concept that every
child, between the ages of 0 to
10, excels in multiple aspects,
provided a stimulating environ-
ment is created (see box). 

The developer has gone a
step further at Rustomjee
Evershine Global City, a 217-
acre integrated township on
the outskirts of Mumbai,
where a 12-acre Yazoo Park
within the complex is designed
like a new-age Disney Land
with fun rides, restaurants and
game areas.

Architect Suman Gupta,
who works with a few high-pro-
file developers to design
bespoke interior spaces that
are child-friendly, says design
that takes into account a
child's need is at the core of a
luxury apartment. "You can
have the fanciest of apart-
ments, but if a child's special
needs are not taken into
account, it amounts to very lit-
tle. In one of my projects, the
emphasis was on making sure
children are comfortable by
outfitting large rooms with fur-
niture that has rounded edges
so they won't hurt active kids,
and on creating spaces that are
bright," says Gupta.

At Rustomjee Urbania, bed-
rooms cater to different
aspects of a child's safety and

development — low floor
heights, furniture with round-
ed corners, anti-skid tiles, ele-
vator sensors at lower heights,
child-safety switches, traffic-
free promenade for children to
play, and padded play areas. At
the tony RNA Exotic complex,
a short distance from the
chaotic Oshiwara main thor-
oughfare, the developer can
create colourful bespoke
rooms for kids — sun-
drenched spaces with vibrant
coloured lines running across
the walls and child-friendly
furniture in eco-friendly mate-
rials. The complex has play
areas for children and a sepa-
rate kids' pool.

Seemingly, some of the hap-
piest people have not just
bought into the luxury home
dream, but in the process, pro-
vided their children a safe
place to live their childhood
with wide open spaces and a
pollution-free ambience.

(Deepali Nandwani is 
editor-in-chief of 

Mediascope Publicitas, 
which publishes BlackBook 

and Eat Stay Love)
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A larger playing field SMALL, NICHE
WONDERS

A FOUR-STOREY ENGLISH MANSION, IN ANDHERI
Shekhar Suman, who spent his childhood in the UK, has brought elements of old-style elegance to his penthouse

■ The music room at Rustomjee Urbania’s Leon’s World, a knowledge and activity
centre in the Thane district project.

■ Seth’s Vasant Oasis in Andheri (East) offers
a recreational area spread over 4 acres.

■ RNA offers pre-decorated kids’ rooms.

■ Ajmera i-Land in Wadala has a centre that offers training in chess, alongside a number of other sports.

THREE NEW PROJECTS WITH
CHILD-FRIENDLY FACILITIES

PALAVA: This private city by
Lodha in Dombivli has land-
scaped gardens, football
grounds, swimming pools, play
areas, health facilities, a
library, and squash and bad-
minton courts. 

AJMERA i-LAND: In Wadala,
once a gritty industrial zone but
fast developing into a luxury
neighbourhood, Ajmera i-Land
boasts an archery zone, shoot-
ing range, cricket pitch, tennis
courts and a football ground.

RUSTOMJEE URBANIA: One of
the largest townships in Thane,
it houses a knowledge and activ-
ity centre called Leon’s World
with a child expert on the staff.
The activity area has been divid-
ed into various growth centres,
including early learning, world of
creativity, world of music, world
of math and science and world
of words, where children within
the complex are trained in each
of these facilities.

Old-world English charm
infuse actor-turned-director
Shekhar Suman’s Andheri
home. With the ocean on one
side and hills on the other, the
12,000-sq-ft four-storey pent-
house offers enviable views
too. Nivedita Jayaram Pawar
gets a peek inside...

What attracted you to this house?
When I first saw this house I
wanted to go up to the 22nd
floor and jump with excite-
ment. I had finally found what I
was looking for. It was a barren
flat then, with just the beams.
So it was a lot easier to plan. I
was extremely lucky to find
such a space in Mumbai.

How did you go about bringing a
very English feel to the house?
My wife Alka and I had always
dreamed of an English house
with floral signature and
Italian marble. England is my
favourite place as I was raised
there and my son went to
school there. We roped in an
architect to build the insides of
this house, but the interiors
were done by us. I wanted space
throughout, and using glass has
helped us achieve that. We
picked stuff from all over the
world and put it all together.
And it all fell into place. The

drawing room has a hearth.

How is the house 
laid out?

The lowest floor, the 19th
storey, has the study, the-
atre, guestroom, gym,
workspace and utility

room. The 20th floor hous-
es the living room, dining
space and a huge kitchen.

The 21st floor has two bed-
rooms, along with a pooja
room, two bathrooms with
walk-in closets and two bal-
conies. The 22nd floor, which
has the terrace, is occupied

by Alka, who is a design-
er, and her tailors. It
also has a bathroom
and a barbecue area.

The walls are in pastel shades
all through the house. I don’t
like loud colours. The only
room with some colour is the
theatre, which is pink. It’s very
Moulin Rouge. That was Alka’s
idea. Adhyayan’s room is very
different from the rest of the
house. It’s very modern and
rugged with grey marble. The
lights are all subdued yellows
and the house is candle-lit in
the evenings.

Tell us something about 
your bedroom?
My bedroom is done in white
Egyptian marble. It’s simple
and pristine. There is a full-
length mirror, a dressing table,
big cupboards, a sitting area

with a large sofa, and bal-
conies on both sides. We are
greeted by the rising sun in the
morning and a gorgeous sun-
set in the evening. The view
goes all the way up to the sea
link on one side and Madh
Island on the other.

Where do you entertain?
Sometimes on the terrace and
some times on the balconies of
the living area.

Which is your favourite corner?
I like to sit and read in my
study. It’s also where I meet
people. In the mornings, I love
to walk on the terrace.

What are some of the things you

are really proud of in the house?
My prized possession is an
Italian chess board. When we
were vacationing in Manhattan
we used to see around 50 to 100
people peeping into this very
famous boutique there. We
went in and realised they were
looking at a huge, 24-carat gold-
plated chess board. We instant-
ly fell in love with it. But when
I heard the price it was com-
pletely prohibitive. So we tried
to haggle and they said they
don’t. Ultimately we ended up
paying what they asked for. It’s
a cynosure, one of a kind. I also
love our two huge vases from
San Diego, replicas of jars
from the tsar’s palace in
Russia. And the four-poster
Calvin Klein bed I picked up
for Adhyayan. The hearth and
the moveable marble bar from
New York too. And the chande-
liers from Venice.

If not for the space con-
straints in Mumbai, what
more would you have liked
in your house?
A white piano. Then
when Adhyayan gets
engaged I can sit at that
piano and sing songs
for him and his bride
to be.

If money was not a con-
straint where would
you love to live?
In a small village in
England. Basically
any place with
flowers, moun-
tains and the smell
of nature.

Lastly, is this your
dream home?
For now, yes.
Till my dream
gets bigger.

■ Chandeliers and knick-knacks from around the world adorn Shekhar Suman’s four-storey penthouse.
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